
Practice Worksheet: Subtraction of Positive Numbers

1. Evaluate: 12− 5.

2. Evaluate: 18− 9.

3. Calculate: 43− 18.

4. Calculate: 61− 27.

5. Evaluate: 84− 39.

6. Sarah has 95 apples and gives away 42. How many apples does she have left?

7. A bookstore had 135 books and sold 58. How many books remain?

8. A tank contains 240 litres of water, and 115 litres are used. How much water is left?

9. A library has 523 books in a section and checks out 287. How many books are still on the
shelf?

10. A company had a budget of 1000 pounds and spent 463 pounds. How much budget is
remaining?
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Solutions Key

1. 7.
Working: Subtract the numbers directly: 12− 5 = 7.

2. 9.
Working: Subtract the numbers directly: 18− 9 = 9.

3. 25.
Working: Subtract the numbers directly, borrowing where necessary: 43− 18 = 25.

4. 34.
Working: Subtract the numbers directly: 61− 27 = 34.

5. 45.
Working: Subtract the numbers directly: 84− 39 = 45.

6. 53 apples.
Working: Subtract the number of given apples from the initial amount: 95− 42 = 53.

7. 77 books.
Working: Subtract the sold books from the initial inventory: 135− 58 = 77.

8. 125 litres.
Working: Subtract the used water from the total amount: 240− 115 = 125.

9. 236 books.
Working: Subtract the checked-out books from the total section count: 523− 287 = 236.

10. 537 pounds.
Working: Subtract the spent budget from the total initial budget: 1000− 463 = 537.
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